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Arabic Writing
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A workbook from the first alif to finished pieces in
Naskh and Nastaliq
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Every page is checked by scanning its code.
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ISRA Calligraphy

How this workbook works M ‘ d"‘z'.’u"L

Each practice page teaches one thing. You study the model, write, then
scan the page and get it checked. Work through the pages in order; each
builds on the last.

1

Study the model

Trace, then write alone

Scan the code

Photograph your page

Read the remarks and

fix

Move on at 70

Read the short note at the top, then look closely at the black model at
the right of each row before your pen moves. Arabic is written from right
to left.

Go over the pale copies with your pen. In the empty space after them,
write the same shape without help. Then fill the empty lines at the
bottom of the page.

Point your phone camera at the square code on the page. It opens that
exact page at isracalligraphy.khateeb.site, where you can see the
finished example: the whole page written out correctly.

Tap “Check my page” and take one clear photo of the whole sheet, flat,
in good light, with no shadow across it. Your photo is read once and is
not stored.

In about half a minute you get a score, a remark for each row, and the
two or three things to fix first. Write the weak rows again on spare paper
and scan again.

A score of 70 or more marks the page as done in your progress record.

Below that, repeat the page. Reprint any page as often as you like.

What the checker is and is not. The checker is an Al reader. It is a patient second pair of eyes that
notices missing dots, letters off the line, uneven sizes and gaps, and shapes that drift from the

model. It is not a master calligrapher. For the Naskh and Nastaliq parts especially, show your pages

to a teacher whenever you can; the craft has always passed from hand to hand.

Printing. Print on US Letter paper at 100% (“Actual size”, not “Fit to page”) so the lines and the dot
grid keep their true size. For the pen-and-ink parts use smooth, heavier paper (24 lb or more) so

the ink does not feather.

ISRA Calligraphy

isracalligraphy.khateeb.site



ISRA Calligraphy Z\*“_L;'. ‘j Q ‘j b Y‘

Pen, paper and posture

For Part A: handwriting For Parts B and C: calligraphy

e A soft pencil (HB or 2B) or a smooth pen with a e A cut reed pen (galam) or a broad-edged
0.5 to 0.7 mm tip. calligraphy pen or marker.

e An eraser and a sharpener. Erase lightly; e Nib width for the large rows: about 2 mm for
rewrite fully. Naskh and 3 mm for Nastaliq. For the medium

e The printed page on a hard, flat surface, with a rows: about 1.5 mm and 2 mm. The pen page in
few sheets beneath it as a cushion. Part B shows how to test your nib against the

dot.

¢ Ink that flows without spreading, and smooth
paper.

Posture and hand
e Sit upright with both feet on the floor. Bring the paper to you; do not bend down to the paper.
e Rest the forearm on the table. The hand glides on the side of the little finger.

e Hold the pen lightly between thumb and first two fingers, a finger-width above the tip. A tight grip
makes a shaky line.

e Turn the paper a little to the left if you write with the right hand, a little to the right if you write with
the left, until a level stroke feels natural.

o Left-handed writers have one advantage in Arabic: the hand moves away from the wet ink. Keep the
wrist below the line.

e Move the paper up as you go down the page, so your hand always writes in the same comfortable
spot.

e Write slowly. Speed comes by itself after the shapes are right; it never comes the other way round.

How long to practice. Fifteen to twenty minutes every day does more than two hours once a week.
Stop when your hand tires; tired lines teach bad habits.

ISRA Calligraphy isracalligraphy.khateeb.site



[
The four guide lines e ‘y‘ )ﬁh"“j |

Every row in this workbook is ruled with four lines: a dark base line, a

lighter line above and below it, and a faint waist line between. They tell you
how tall, how small and how deep each letter goes.

L 2 4

Top line  Alif and the other tall letters (lam, kaf, the uprights of ta and za) touch this line.

Waist Small bodies, loops and teeth stop here: the head of mim, the loop of fa and waw,
line the teeth of sin.

Base line The line every letter sits on. Joins between letters run along it.

. Tails and bowls hang down to about here: ra, waw, mim, nun, and the bowls of jim
Drop line q
and ayn.

The three kinds of row

e Tracing rows show the model in black at the right, then pale copies. Trace the pale copies, then write
the shape on your own in the empty space to their left.

e Copy blocks print a full model line with empty ruled lines under it. Copy the line once on each empty
line.

e Free lines are empty. The note tells you what to write there.

Rows come in four sizes. Large rows are for learning a shape with the whole arm; small rows bring it
down to everyday writing size. In the later pages the helper lines disappear and only the base line stays.

ISRA Calligraphy isracalligraphy.khateeb.site



ISRA Calligraphy ”»
Contents -

A Handwriting L&)
Thirty pages: warm-up strokes, the 28 letters by family, joining, vowel marks, words,
numerals, and writing on the line with even spacing.

B  Naskh calligraphy é.w'd\ s

The cut pen, the dot as a measure, every letter on the dot grid, joins, words, lines and
finished pieces.

C Nastaliq gled)l L=

The hanging script: its strokes, letter families, joins, sloping words and lines.

D Mastery pages OUJ}?\

Full pages in all three hands to show what you can now do.

AO01 to A30
30 pages

BO1 to B70
70 pages

CO1 to C47

47 pages

D01 to D04
4 pages

Each practice page carries its own code, such as BO7. Type it at isracalligraphy.khateeb.site or scan the

square on the page.

ISRA Calligraphy isracalligraphy.khateeb.site



Part A - Handwriting

Warm-up: lines, uprights and boats o |

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A01

Arabic travels right to left. Pull a level line along the base line; drop an upright from the top line to the base
line; then a short tooth and a long shallow boat that lifts at its left end.

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A0O1 - 1 of 151




Part A - Handwriting

swings (@RISR

"R Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A02

The deep bowl dips below the line and returns to the waist line. The hook falls away under the line. The
loop is small and stays open. The swing is a short roof and a large bowl below the line.

J
J
S

C
g

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A02 - 2 of 151




E:':'l"'E Part A - Handwriting
e . & X
41 Letters: & o o N |

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A03

=5

Alif is one stroke from the top line to the base line. Ba, ta and tha share one body, a tooth and a shallow
boat on the line; only the dots differ: one below, two above, three above.

WRGREN

L

2 24

&

&

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it
[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A03 - 3 of 151




Part A - Handwriting
. *
L .
etters:C ¢ ¢ t t t
Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A04

A short wavy roof written rightward, then a large open bowl swung below the line. Jim has a dot inside the
bowl, ha has none, kha has one above.

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A04 - 4 of 151




Part A - Handwriting

Letters: 3 ,d 4 _} 3 39

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A05

Dal is a short slanted stroke that turns left along the line and stays on it. Ra is a curve that falls below the

line. Dhal and zay each add one dot above.
P 4

| P

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - AO5 - 5 of 151




E_ "‘E Part A - Handwriting
I'_!'-TF!I -

e Letters: 2 v ,
'ﬂﬁgg SNCetatals PP R

isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A06

Sin is two small equal teeth and a deep bowl. Sad is a flat closed loop, one tooth, and the same bowl. Shin
takes three dots, dad one.

BN -REv R

T

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it
[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A06 - 6 of 151




Part A - Handwriting

Letters:ﬁﬁ.lala & & bLb

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A07

Ta is the flat loop of sad with an upright as tall as alif, written last. Ayn is a small open head and a large

bowl below the line. Za and ghayn each add one dot.
¢

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - AO7 - 7 of 151




Eﬁm Part A - Handwriting . *
Letters: d 3 3 _53 O O

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A08

Fa is a small round head on a shallow boat, one dot. Qaf has the same head on a deep bowl, two dots. Kaf

is an upright, a flat base, and a small mark inside the corner.
L
S 2 4 9

*

O

*0

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it
[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date

ISRA Calligraphy - A08 - 8 of 151



Eﬁm Part A - Handwriting
- 5]

: Letters: & aJ O P J
E I Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A09

Lam is a tall upright that turns into a bowl below the line. Mim is a small knot on the line with a tail straight

down. Nun is a deep bowl with one dot above its center.

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it
[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A09 - 9 of 151



Part A - Handwriting

Letters: s g S 9 2D

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A10 pwrd

Ha is a small closed loop on the line. Waw is a round head with the falling tail of ra. Ya curves like a

backward s into a bowl, with two dots beneath.
2 4

D

L 24

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it
[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date

ISRA Calligraphy - A10 - 10 of 151



Part A - Handwriting

The whole alphabet ‘.@15 ) 9 ).‘><.H

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/Al1

All 28 letters in order, in two lines. Copy each line under its model, then write the alphabet once from
memory on the last lines.

Lo gisdstrre ol

soduplis e bbb o

*0

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A11 - 11 of 151
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Part A - Handwriting

Joining the teeth letters

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A12

*

SUD O

At the start and in the middle these five letters shrink to one tooth and keep their dots. At the end the full
body returns. Meanings: house, girl, stood firm.

Before you scan

[ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name

Date

-
-

-

*0

)
L

L.
L.

2 24

O Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

ISRA Calligraphy - A12 - 12 of 151



Part A - Handwriting

= Joining jim, ha, kha, ayn,

ghayn &&ttt

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A13

=

Joined, these letters lose the big bowl and keep the head. At the end of a word the bowl comes back.
Meanings: succeeded, search, knowledge, glue.

T == =

&_SL_C-

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it
[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A13 - 13 of 151




Eﬁm Part A - Handwriting
Joining sin, shin, sad, dad, ta, za b St

- Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A14

Sin and sad lose their bowl when another letter follows. Ta and za never change shape; the join simply runs
through the base of the loop. Meanings: sun, half, rain.

u.u__‘.u__u.s

uO__;O__.cO

b bk b

: o
* *

Before you scan  [] Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy * A14 - 14 of 151




E .-E. Part A - Handwriting . .
= Joining fa, qaf, kaf, lam J _53 & O

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A15

Fa and gaf keep the head and drop the tail. Kaf at the start and middle is a slanted stroke with a flag. Lam
is a plain upright that joins at its foot. Meanings: pen, books, orbit.

b b b
L < 0S
oL

s

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A15 - 15 of 151




Part A - Handwriting

Joining mim and ha D P

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A16

Mim is a small knot on the line; its tail returns only at the end. Ha changes most: a pointed loop at the
start, a double loop in the middle, a small loop at the end. Meanings: camel, river, face, important.

(Q__Q._A

L 4 D

*

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A16 - 16 of 151




Part A - Handwriting

The six letters that only join . e
back CI IS !

I" Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A17

Alif, dal, dhal, ra, zay and waw join to the letter before them and never to the one after. The next letter
starts fresh a hair away, so the word still reads as one. Meanings: home, rose, buttons.

Lol
o 3 5
Bk

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it
[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A17 - 17 of 151




Part A - Handwriting

: Special shapes e & d J‘ >

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A18

Lam and alif cross into one shape. The article is alif then lam, joined to its word. Ta marbuta is a light ha
with two dots at the end of a word. Alif magsura is ya without dots. Hamza is a small mark that sits on a

M
Jl

L 3

‘LT&S

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A18 - 18 of 151




E .E Part A - Handwriting
-, .

. o S ~
. Short vowels and sukun O U U
E Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A19 ¢ ¢ : ¢

Fatha is a short slanted stroke above the letter, kasra the same stroke below, damma a tiny waw above,

sukun a small open circle above. None of them touches the letter. Write the whole word first, then the
marks from right to left.

RGNS RS

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it
[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date

ISRA Calligraphy - A19 - 19 of 151



Shadda is a small w above a doubled letter; fatha and damma go over it, kasra just under it. Tanwin doubles
a short vowel at the end of a word. Alif, waw and ya stretch the vowel before them.

S z %
- N S
; & ¢ *
&Tzﬁ
=

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A20 - 20 of 151




Part A - Handwriting

Al -

=9 Short words

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A21

Trace each word once, write it beside the model, then write all of them
from, in, (question word), father, mother, hand, heart.

again on the empty lines. Meanings:

B v %% &

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date

ISRA Calligraphy - A21 - 21 of 151



Part A - Handwriting
L]

s School and nature

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A22

Trace each word once, write it beside the model, then write all of them
book, notebook, teacher, sun, moon, sea, mountain.

again on the empty lines. Meanings:

L
A

Pt B

*
*

T Y%

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date

ISRA Calligraphy + A22 - 22 of 151



Part A - Handwriting

Longer words

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A23

Trace each word once, write it beside the model, then write all of them again on the empty lines. Meanings:

the school, the book, tree, library, question, hospital, the friends.
dws yoal

s

*
d >
<

*0
*®

Jlgus

L 4

: IR :

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + A23 - 23 of 151




Part A - Handwriting

Numerals and punctuation YyYyyd.

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A24

Numerals are written left to right inside right-to-left text: twenty-five is a two then a five. Zero is a dot, five
a small loop. The comma points upward and the question mark faces the other way; each follows its word

tYvY).
AAV O

Y.¥1l Yo V.

T3 qoss
Selaw! o

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + A24 - 24 of 151




l.E Part A - Handwriting

= Sitting on the line, three heights )_b,_uj |

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A25

Bodies rest on the base line; only tails and bowls go below it. Tall letters (alif, lam, kaf, ta, za) reach the top

line. Small bodies and teeth stop at the waist line. Nothing sits in between.
QOS 2 2 4 !
1 4 *0 0

359 )94
awaw ale oMb

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it
[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date

ISRA Calligraphy + A25 - 25 of 151



E l.E Part A - Handwriting

Even gaps <18 Lall

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A26

Between words leave the width of one small letter, about a nun, and keep that same gap every time. Inside
a word, after a letter that does not join, leave only a hair of space. Teeth in a row are equally tall and equally

far apart.
2 2 4
2 2 4 L 2
‘)..us WL
*® 0 o0 o

0339

PN 000 L2 4

L 4 R 2

1S e B aas l8

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it
[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A26 - 26 of 151




Part A - Handwriting
L]

» Sentences 1

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A27

Copy each sentence twice under its model, starting every line at the same right-hand edge. Meanings: This
is a new book. The pen is on the desk. | write the lesson in the notebook.

i oS aa

[
*
2 24 .0
¢
24
Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it
[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name

Date

ISRA Calligraphy + A27 - 27 of 151



Copy each sentence twice under its model, starting every line at the same right-hand edge. Meanings: The
boy went to school. There is a big tree in the garden. | am learning Arabic script step by step.

ayaall LI gl

* * * *
d 0§ da sl
¢ ot 0 * 0
s

Sghas Bglas yyall basdl alss]

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - A28 - 28 of 151




LA L
El-:,l E Part A - Handwriting

5% Every letter in one sentence
@"h’ Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A29

This sentence uses all 28 letters. Copy it line by line, then copy the short paragraph under it as one block:
one right edge, even line spacing, even gaps.

adre ol 939 gl yuw d @S> 2

B3l Aow loag yasl Ll e wgSa

syl Laa Zub'g” sl
dalain OB luallg dyglucia Bg gl UQSJ Cy>
Bya ol o disaging @gguy cladS juldl 154

Before you scan  [J Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it
[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + A29 - 29 of 151



Part A - Handwriting

= Handwriting check

.h Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/A30

Your handwriting assessment, with only the base line printed. Write the all-letters sentence twice and the

paragraph once, at your normal size, without tracing. Scan it to see what to revisit before the calligraphy
parts.

B3l Al Bloag yasl gl e giSh pdie Ll gig @b s o) @S>

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line
Name Date

O Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

ISRA Calligraphy - A30 - 30 of 151



Part B - Naskh calligraphy ”» ! ”» .5 ‘ ”» ‘

The pen and the dot

Calligraphy begins when the pen has a flat edge. A flat edge makes a thick
stroke in one direction and a thin stroke in the other, without any change
of pressure. All the beauty of Naskh comes from holding that edge at one
steady angle.

The pen
e The traditional pen is a reed cut to a flat tip, with the tip trimmed at a slant. A broad-edged metal nib

or a chisel marker behaves the same way and is easier to begin with.

e Rest the whole width of the tip on the paper. If only one corner touches, the stroke will be scratchy
and thin.

e Keep the angle of the tip to the base line the same for the whole page. Do not twist the pen in your
fingers as you write; move the hand instead.

» Dip or refill often, and touch the tip to scrap paper first so the stroke does not begin with a blot.

The dot

Press the full tip down and pull it a distance equal to its own width. The mark is a small square standing
on its corner. This dot is the ruler of the script: letters are measured by how many dots tall and wide
they are, so the same proportions hold at any pen size.

|000“

In the models of this workbook the Naskh alif stands five dots tall, shown by the red stack beside it.
Every model letter in the Naskh and Nastaliq parts carries its own red stack: the height of that letter's
body, from its lowest point to its highest, counted in whole dots of the same pen. The gray grid behind
every row of this part is drawn in those same dots, so widths can be counted too.

Test your nib. Make a column of five dots, corner touching corner, beside the model alif on page
BO3. If your column is taller than the alif, your nib is too wide for that row; use a narrower pen or
move to a larger row.

ISRA Calligraphy isracalligraphy.khateeb.site



Part B - Naskh calligraphy . * ‘ . ‘ .
Lo Olpe

Reading the dot grid

The old masters did not describe letters as drawings. They described them
as measures of the alif, so that a hand could be checked like a building.

The classical rule

Al-Qalgashandi (d. 821 AH) records the rule in his chapter on the proportions of the letters: the alif is the
measure, together with the circle drawn around it, and nothing else is needed. Among the measures he
gives:

e The flat body of ba and its sisters, with its tooth, equals the length of the alif. Longer is clumsy and
shorter is ugly.

e The teeth of ba, sin and shin rise no more than about one eighth of the alif.

e Dal, if its bend were straightened, would equal the alif.

e The upright of lam equals the alif, and its forward stroke is half the alif.

e The upper stroke of kaf equals the alif.

e Ta and za are as long as the alif and half as wide.

e Nun is half the circle; the bowls of sin, sad and ya follow half the circle too.

He then adds two remarks that every learner should keep. First, that these are the measures geometry

requires, while the practice of scribes differs from them in places. Second, that one teacher of his day,
Zayn al-Din Shaban al-Athari, set the alif at seven dots of whatever pen is in the hand.

Al-Qalgashandi, Subh al-A'sha fi Sina'at al-Insha, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya edition, vol. 3, pp. 46-47
(section on the proportions and measures of the letters in each pen).

How this workbook uses it

e The models are set in a typeface drawn after printed Naskh, and its alif stands about five dots of its
own stroke. So the grid here is ruled at one fifth of the model alif, and the red stack beside each letter
is that letter of the model measured in the same dots, to the nearest whole dot. This is a teaching
convention for this book, not a ruling on the right count; teachers and schools differ, as the source
itself says.

e Before you write a letter, count on the grid: how many squares tall, how many wide, how far below the
base line.

e After you write, count your own letter the same way. The difference between the two counts is your
correction.

» If you study with a teacher, their measure replaces this one. Rule your own grid at their dot count and
use these pages for the practice text.

ISRA Calligraphy isracalligraphy.khateeb.site



Set the full width of the nib on the paper at a steady angle and pull a stroke as long as the nib is wide. That
square on its corner is the dot. Every measure in this part is counted in these dots.

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + BO1 - 31 of 151




Elx'l'.‘.‘E Part B - Naskh calligraphy
i
Iy Flat strokes

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B02

Pull right to left without turning the pen. The stroke should keep one thickness from start to finish.

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [0 Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - BO2 - 32 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Upright strokes ‘

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B03

Top to bottom, five dots tall in this model, with the pen held at the same angle as for the dot. The top
begins with a small slanted edge.

0060

060600

0660

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - BO3 - 33 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Boats -

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B04

The stroke thins as it travels along the bottom and thickens as it rises at the left. Count its length on the
grid and match it.

60

-

-

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - BO4 - 34 of 151




o
ENFME Part B - Naskh calligraphy
[y

“"'?-##"7@ Bowls J

Eﬁi - Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B05

Round, open, and ending in a fine point. Watch how deep the model drops below the base line on the grid.

L 24 4 4

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + BO5 - 35 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Heads and hooks BRC

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B06

n

The round head is turned in one motion without lifting. The hook starts thick and ends as a hairline.

000

L 2 2 2 4

4 -

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [0 Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - BO6 - 36 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh alif \

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B07

One stroke from the top line down to the base line, leaning very slightly. It is the measure for every other
letter.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

*6

40066

*

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [0 Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - BO7 - 37 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh ba <

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B08 .

A short tooth, then a long shallow boat that lifts at its left end. The boat rests on the base line.

One dot below the center of the boat. A dot is one press of the full nib.

< &

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - BO8 - 38 of 151




EME Part B - Naskh calligraphy
:ﬁ;ﬁ_ ~ Naskh ta -

s
- Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B09

A short tooth, then a long shallow boat that lifts at its left end. The boat rests on the base line.
Two dots side by side above the boat. A dot is one press of the full nib.

) ¢

GRBS g

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - BO9 - 39 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh tha

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B10

(,.

A short tooth, then a long shallow boat that lifts at its left end. The boat rests on the base line.

Three dots above: two side by side and one on top. A dot is one press of the full nib.

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B10 - 40 of 151




Naskh jim C

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B11

A short wavy roof written rightward, then a large open bowl that swings down and back to the right, below
the line.

One dot inside the bowl. A dot is one press of the full nib.

46060600

46606000

&
G
d

900000

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B11 - 41 of 151




b
E nE Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh ha (deep h) C

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B12

A short wavy roof written rightward, then a large open bowl that swings down and back to the right, below
the line.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

46060600

46606000

&
i
g

900000

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B12 - 42 of 151




Naskh kha C

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B13

A short wavy roof written rightward, then a large open bowl that swings down and back to the right, below
the line.

One dot above the roof. A dot is one press of the full nib.

46060600

46606000

C
il
¢

900000

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B13 - 43 of 151




Naskh dal D

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B14

A short slanted stroke that turns left along the base line. Small and compact, nothing below the line.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

60

L2 4 4

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy * B14 - 44 of 151




Eﬁm Part B - Naskh calligraphy

S

T Naskh dhal >
@!l'?- Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B15

A short slanted stroke that turns left along the base line. Small and compact, nothing below the line.

One dot above. A dot is one press of the full nib.

60

>

L2 4 4

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B15 - 45 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh ra )

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B16

A short curve that starts on the line and falls below it, thinning to the tip.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

L 2 2 2 4

L 2 2 2 4

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B16 - 46 of 151




Eﬁm Part B - Naskh calligraphy
Naskh zay )

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B17

A short curve that starts on the line and falls below it, thinning to the tip.

One dot above. A dot is one press of the full nib.

L 2 2 2 4

L 2 2 2 4

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [0 Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B17 - 47 of 151




E X pE Part B - Naskh calligraphy
he Naskh sin .

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B18

Two small equal teeth, then a deep bowl below the line that comes back up to the waist line.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

L 2 2 2 4

L 2 2 2 4

S
S
A

$
4

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B18 - 48 of 151
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R

Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh shin

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B19

Two small equal teeth, then a deep bowl below the line that comes back up to the waist line.

Three dots above the teeth. A dot is one press of the full nib.

Before you scan
[ Bowls are round

Name

O The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places

and open, joins are smooth

Date

L 2 2 2 4

Ci (; L o Q L o
‘0
o000

O Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

ISRA Calligraphy + B19 - 49 of 151
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Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh sad

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B20 '.

A flat loop written rightward and closed, one tooth, then the same deep bowl as sin.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

Before you scan

O The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name

Date

L 2 2 44

¢

4000

O Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

ISRA Calligraphy - B20 - 50 of 151



1
[ElFES[®] a6 naskn calligraphy
Fry |§ Naskh dad S
E L] Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B21
—Lm

A flat loop written rightward and closed, one tooth, then the same deep bowl as sin.

One dot above the loop. A dot is one press of the full nib.

L 2 2 44

¢

4000

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B21 - 51 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh ta (heavy t) L

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B22

The flat loop of sad on the line, then an upright as tall as alif, written last from the top down.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

L 2 4

90000

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B22 - 52 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh za (heavy z) ‘L

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B23

The flat loop of sad on the line, then an upright as tall as alif, written last from the top down.

One dot above the loop, beside the upright. A dot is one press of the full nib.

L 2 4

90000

L
L
iF

90000

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B23 - 53 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh ayn

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B24

A small open head like the letter c, then a large bowl below the line, the same swing as jim.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

460000900

460000900

4000000

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B24 - 54 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh ghayn

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B25

A small open head like the letter c, then a large bowl below the line, the same swing as jim.

One dot above the head. A dot is one press of the full nib.

460000900

460000900

4000000

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B25 - 55 of 151




E. 1 .'E Part B - Naskh calligraphy
i Naskh fa -

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B26

A small round head on a short neck, then a long shallow boat like ba.

One dot above the head. A dot is one press of the full nib.

*

L G

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B26 - 56 of 151




E?{:‘.‘E Part B - Naskh calligraphy
wrhany Naskh gaf
[=]=%=

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B27

G

The round head of fa, then a deep round bowl like nun that drops below the line.

Two dots above the head. A dot is one press of the full nib.

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date

000 *

G
so0e

O Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

ISRA Calligraphy - B27 - 57 of 151



Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh kaf *

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B28

An upright as tall as alif, a flat base like ba, and a small s-shaped mark inside the corner.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

L.
00000

(-
[l
s00000 L2 2 2 2 2 4

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B28 - 58 of 151




E . pE Part B - Naskh calligraphy
Naskh lam

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B29

A tall upright that turns into a round bowl below the line and comes back up.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

1224224

L 4

i HEE Gl ol

*

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B29 - 59 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh mim

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B30

A small round knot on the line, then a tail that drops straight down.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

L o244 24

L o244 24

400000

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B30 - 60 of 151




A deep half-circle bowl that dips below the line, with one dot above its center.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

L 2 2 2 2

®
®

Ji

L 22 2 4

L

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B31- 61 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh ha (light h) o

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B32

A small closed loop like a teardrop, sitting on the line.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

o

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [ Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B32 - 62 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh waw 9

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B33

A small round head like fa, then the falling tail of ra.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

L 2 2 2 4

Lo

L i aad

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B33 - 63 of 151




A curve like a backward s that ends in a bowl below the line, two dots under the bowl.

Count the height and width on the grid before you write, then compare after.

L 2 2 4 4

L aasd

3 G\ ; G\ ;
2 2 2 2

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [0 Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B34 - 64 of 151
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Part B - Naskh calligraphy

The teeth family

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B35 . * .

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base
line, never above it.

Before you scan

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name

[ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places

Date

t
L

+}
WL

G 91
}.

L

Vi

O Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

ISRA Calligraphy - B35 - 65 of 151



Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Jim, ha, kha joined -

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B36 ¢

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base
line, never above it.

c.’a}

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B36 - 66 of 151




r .|. Part B - Naskh calligraphy

i-'ii!’ % Sin and shin joined e N
- " Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B37 uvh

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base
line, never above it.

um-“h._w
e e ok

b 2

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places  [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B37 - 67 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Sad and dad joined L A 2

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B38

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base
line, never above it.

(R A 2

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B38 - 68 of 151




E pE Part B - Naskh calligraphy
s Ta and za joined Ly

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B39

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base

line, never above it.
! L ! L ! L

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B39 - 69 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Ayn and ghayn joined = &

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B40

n

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base

line, never above it.

'C.}..b

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B40 - 70 of 151




Fa and qaf joined A 0

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B41

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base
line, never above it.

o 2
R D

",

CWeL

*

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B41 - 71 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Kaf joined gﬂ. _i 5

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B42

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base

line, never above it.

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B42 - 72 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Lam joined J. ..L .J

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B43

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base

line, never above it.

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B43 - 73 of 151




Em.:":E Part B - Naskh calligraphy
[ - N o o
:i.}'-'?‘r” Mim joined 5

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B44

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base
line, never above it.

Lo

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B44 - 74 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Ha joined a_ - -3

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B45

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base
line, never above it.

4..@..&

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B45 - 75 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Letters that only join back - J L

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B46

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base

b L

L 4

i

line, never above it.

¥
)..\:

L 4

T

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy * B46 - 76 of 151




E ﬁE Part B - Naskh calligraphy
' Lam-ali‘fg and the article _” }L ‘:[

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B47

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base

NS
pkw
e
3N

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B47 - 77 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

[
Hamza, ta marbuta, alif maqsura Zg 3 ‘ ‘

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B48 s

Joined shapes keep the proportions of the letter alone. Match where each join leaves the letter: on the base

line, never above it.
T &
¢ )
&I

b 3

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B48 - 78 of 151




Eﬁm Part B - Naskh calligraphy

F L] ; L[] ° °

ﬂ::; t Kashida: the long join -
|iig'h Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B49 S

A join can be drawn out to several dots long to balance a word or fill a line. It stays perfectly flat, and it
goes where the word is widest and calmest.

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B49 - 79 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy
A
: L4
Marks in Naskh L«Kﬂj \
Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B50

Vowel marks are written with the corner of the nib or a finer pen, about a third of the weight of the letters,
after the whole word is finished.

7 7 7

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B50 - 80 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

h'#i'"" Naskh words 1

EE - Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B51

Write each word in one sitting: bodies first from right to left, then dots, then marks. Check its length against
the model on the grid.

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [0 Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B51 - 81 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh words 2

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B52

Write each word in one sitting: bodies first from right to left, then dots, then marks. Check its length against
the model on the grid.

J
e

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B52 - 82 of 151




E:._*l‘.‘E Part B - Naskh calligraphy
L i
fvx  Naskh words 3
@ I Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B53

Write each word in one sitting: bodies first from right to left, then dots, then marks. Check its length against

the model on the grid.
¢ s
Olel

s,

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B53 - 83 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh words 4

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B54

Write each word in one sitting: bodies first from right to left, then dots, then marks. Check its length against
the model on the grid.

2.«0).).4

Before you scan  [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places  [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B54 - 84 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh words 5

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B55

Write each word in one sitting: bodies first from right to left, then dots, then marks. Check its length against

Lk
P
ol
bl

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places  [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B55 - 85 of 151




Eﬁm Part B - Naskh calligraphy
Naskh words 6

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B56

Write each word in one sitting: bodies first from right to left, then dots, then marks. Check its length against
the model on the grid.

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B56 - 86 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh lines 1

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B57

A full line is the real exercise of the script. Keep one pen angle, one letter height and one word gap from the
first letter to the last.

S e (w\

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy * B57 - 87 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh lines 2

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B58

n

A full line is the real exercise of the script. Keep one pen angle, one letter height and one word gap from the

.j;\asﬁw;w*\

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B58 - 88 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh lines 3

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B59

A full line is the real exercise of the script. Keep one pen angle, one letter height and one word gap from the

A& 56l 3 o

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + B59 - 89 of 151




Eﬁm Part B - Naskh calligraphy
Naskh lines 4

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B60

A full line is the real exercise of the script. Keep one pen angle, one letter height and one word gap from the

first letter to the last.
Q L
”» o @ e ‘
0 0 VINES 3
”o * ”»
V. 4

e G Jdddl o

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date

ISRA Calligraphy + B60 - 90 of 151



Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh lines 5

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B61

A full line is the real exercise of the script. Keep one pen angle, one letter height and one word gap from the
first letter to the last.

o) sl ybly 2l sl

s St 3l Lk L

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places  [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B61 - 91 of 151




EF#E Part B - Naskh calligraphy
FENSS Naskh li
: Nas ines 6

- Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B62

A full line is the real exercise of the script. Keep one pen angle, one letter height and one word gap from the
first letter to the last.

G M) aLwTjL;a:.th?T

[

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date

ISRA Calligraphy - B62 - 92 of 151



Eﬁm Part B - Naskh calligraphy
Naskh lines 7

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B63

A full line is the real exercise of the script. Keep one pen angle, one letter height and one word gap from the
first letter to the last.

53 At ey sl O o oK

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B63 - 93 of 151




Naskh lines 8

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B64

A full line is the real exercise of the script. Keep one pen angle, one letter height and one word gap from the

first letter to the last.
(B
L
. y o I
* .
V. 4

0?00 -l; *» :OJ; *

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places  [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B64 - 94 of 151




E%E Part B - Naskh calligraphy
h:.". F,
n

[y =
[

Three short lines, each centered under the one above. Rule a light pencil center line first and measure each
line before you ink it.

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places

O Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date

ISRA Calligraphy - B65 - 95 of 151



Part B - Naskh calligraphy

. Composition: equal lines

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B66

Two lines made the same length with kashida. Decide where the long joins go before you start, and keep
them flat.

O3
.
3
O
.

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places

O Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date

ISRA Calligraphy - B66 - 96 of 151



Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Composition: a block of text

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B67

s s
5 dol o tigmgi s At K 1 1

Before you scan [J The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy * B67 - 97 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh piece 1

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B68

A finished piece. Rule your own lines lightly in pencil if you wish. Write the all-letters sentence in Naskh at
your best, in two lines.

3o\ A oy sl o o oo lie 0L 535 b6 d (So

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B68 - 98 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh piece 2

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B69

Paragraph 2 as a block of Naskh, with marks added at the end.

L4

BB 5 s gl oo LE s
SRR O RUL Y- PR R g TN S I

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [0 Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B69 - 99 of 151




Part B - Naskh calligraphy

Naskh assessment

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/B70

Your Naskh assessment: the alphabet in one line, the abjad line, and sentences 13 to 15, all with the cut pen

and no tracing.
:' jA ” L4 'Y ;
éa.é: = Ch g ramw u‘g sto-)jb .Aé\

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - B70 - 100 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

What makes Nastaliq different .

Nastaliq is the script of Persian and Urdu books and poetry. It grew from

Naskh, but it moves ditferently, and it must be learned as its own hand.

What changes

The line hangs. A joined word starts high on the
right and slides down to the left, so each word
lands on the base line with its last letter.

Thick and thin are extreme. Downstrokes and
bowls are full; joins and upstrokes are hairlines
made with the corner of the pen.

Uprights are short. The alif is only about three
dots tall in this model, so the writing looks
wide and low.

Bowls are round. Nun, sin, gaf and ya end in
generous, nearly circular bowls.

Strokes are long. The boat of ba and the sweep

of the big ya run far along the line.

The extra letters

Urdu adds letters that Arabic does not use, and
this part includes them:

Y
d()ﬁuga/u//“jj? :’/h“/

<

The dot count is again a convention of this book’s
model, shown by the red stack on the alif page.

Follow your teacher’s measure if you have one.

e & o9

The rows in this part are taller than before, to leave room for the hanging words and the deep bowls. The

practice words and lines are everyday Urdu, with their meanings given in each note.

ISRA Calligraphy

isracalligraphy.khateeb.site



Part C - Nastaliq

The dot in Nastaliq

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C0O1

The pen is held at a steeper angle than in Naskh, so the dot stands taller on its corner. Press, pull the width
of the nib, lift.

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C01 - 101 of 151




Short and slightly curved, about three dots tall in this model. It starts fine, swells in the middle and ends
fine.

22/

1224

1224

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C02 - 102 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

The long boat
Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C03 u

Much longer and flatter than in Naskh, with a full belly in the middle and a hairline at each end.

-— o

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C03 - 103 of 151




E ‘. pE Part C - Nastaliq
: The round bowl

C04 | Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C04 u

A generous, nearly full circle. The stroke is thickest at the bottom of the bowl.

YYY) XXX

000

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C04 - 104 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

The returning sweep
Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C05 G

The stroke that turns back to the right under the word. It should be long, level and confident.

E

)

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C05 - 105 of 151




E?ﬂ.“‘E‘ Part C - Nastaliq
% The boat letters

e =
Er‘l“ Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C06

One long boat; only the dots and the small ta mark change.

& b o
- - - -

& b PN
0‘0 ®

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C06 - 106 of 151




Es_.l‘.‘E Part C - Nastaliq
= . .
The swing letters
. § . . @, (°
Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C07 C C C c

A short roof and a deep round bowl that swings back to the right.

®

222

222
®

222

Before you scan [ Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous
[ Joined words slope down toward the left
Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - CO7 - 107 of 151




o b
Dal letters 345

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C08

A small angled stroke, thick on the way down, fine along the base.

*

. b
) Ai2

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C08 - 108 of 151




E E Part C - Nastaliq
EEiBe Ra letters

r‘ Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C09

\z.
.
N
.

A short falling stroke that ends in a hairline below the line.

L 4

& b
Js Js J3 J

\zg
N
N v
N *

\zg
N
N v
o

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C09 - 109 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

° ° A
)
Sin and shin
Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C10 J J

Two fine teeth and a round bowl. In flowing writing the teeth may become one long stroke.

*00¢
p C\
¢4

.
< q

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C10 - 110 of 151




I L]
E'ﬁ E Part C - Nastaliq

B g e .
iy Sad and dad

-E'J Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C11

An almond-shaped loop, then the round bowl.

222
222

Before you scan [ Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin [0 Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C11 - 111 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

Ta and za

b
Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C12

The almond loop with a short leaning upright.

Before you scan [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin
[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date

"

b: L

[0 Bowls are round and generous

ISRA Calligraphy - C12 - 112 of 151



Ol C
Ayn and ghayn C C

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C13

An open head, then the deep swing of jim.

222
222

Before you scan [ Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin [0 Bowls are round and generous
[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C13 - 113 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

Fa and qaf J _

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C14

E*.’-'-"'--.:

A small head; fa ends in the boat, gaf in the round bowl.

*

J

A2
..

..

Before you scan [ Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin [0 Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + C14 - 114 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

Kaf and gaf

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C15

A leaning upright with a long flag stroke on top; gaf carries two flags.

J

L2222 )
£ 222 )

Before you scan [ Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin [0 Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C15 - 115 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

Lam

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C16

A slightly curved upright that flows into a round bowl.

22222

00000

00040

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy + C16 - 116 of 151




A small knot and a long tail that falls straight down.

"800 XXX X

L2244

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C17 - 117 of 151




.
e 1

E.l'

Part C - Nastaliq

Nun and nun ghunna

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C18

The round bowl, with a dot or without one.

Before you scan

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name

[ Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin

Date

222

[0 Bowls are round and generous

ISRA Calligraphy - C18 - 118 of 151



C19 | Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C19 )

A small head and a falling tail like ra.

*

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C19 - 119 of 151




-
E Part C - Nastaliq

iy The two ha letters

r‘ Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C20

The small rounded ha, and the two-eyed ha used for breathy sounds.

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date

ISRA Calligraphy - C20 - 120 of 151



Part C - Nastaliq

Hamza v G ¢

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C21 ’

n

A small hooked mark, alone or on a seat.

\® S
X
*040
"

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin ~ [J Bowls are round and generous
[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C21 - 121 of 151




EHaE] o et
+ The two va letters
Yy e d

= Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C22

The small ya that curls under, and the big ya that sweeps back.

*"
222

«

Before you scan [ Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin [0 Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C22 - 122 of 151




[=]g: ._E Part C - Nastalig
- The whole alphabet in Nastaliq

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C23

The first half of the Urdu alphabet in one line.

j)f/ﬁ)éé@é&&&gg’

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C23 - 123 of 151




@ﬁm Part C - Nastaliq
Sk = The alphabet, second half

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C24

The second half of the alphabet in one line.

cyngrdSIGSE PSS

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C24 - 124 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

Joining the boat letters

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C25

Start each joined word above the base line so that its last letter lands on it. The join itself is a hairline.

b

.K (: o
4 o €T '\

2 ¢

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C25 - 125 of 151




E ﬂﬁm Part C - Nastaliq
Joining the swing letters

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C26

Start each joined word above the base line so that its last letter lands on it. The join itself is a hairline.

.

N

!

 J

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C26 - 126 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

Joining sin and shin

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C27

Start each joined word above the base line so that its last letter lands on it. The join itself is a hairline.

Lo L

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin ~ [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C27 - 127 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

Joining sad and ta

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C28

Start each joined word above the base line so that its last letter lands on it. The join itself is a hairline.

2 2

e

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin ~ [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C28 - 128 of 151




E ; pE Part C - Nastaliq
Joining ayn and ghayn

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C29

Start each joined word above the base line so that its last letter lands on it. The join itself is a hairline.

Y
A o)

S

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous
[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C29 - 129 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

Joining fa and qgatf

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C30

Start each joined word above the base line so that its last letter lands on it. The join itself is a hairline.

*

J.a

We

& % G

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin ~ [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C30 - 130 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

Joining kaf and gaf

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C31

Start each joined word above the base line so that its last letter lands on it. The join itself is a hairline.

AL/

(—

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C31 - 131 of 151




Joining lam and mim

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C32

Start each joined word above the base line so that its last letter lands on it. The join itself is a hairline.
 J

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C32 - 132 of 151




E'&:.‘E Part C - Nastaliq
b b Lot s a2
A Joining ha

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C33

Start each joined word above the base line so that its last letter lands on it. The join itself is a hairline.

)
%

Ll S

.

.Y

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C33 - 133 of 151




Part C - Nastaliq

Joining ya

C34 | Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C34

Start each joined word above the base line so that its last letter lands on it. The join itself is a hairline.

b
L

g\ L 3N

L

ik

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C34 - 134 of 151




Nastaliq words 1

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C35

Each word hangs from upper right to lower left and settles on the base line. Meanings: ws (book), els (pen),

ele (knowledge), ;o (light).
0-/ L‘;(
L

/
/v

L

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous
[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date

ISRA Calligraphy - C35 - 135 of 151



Part C - Nastaliq

Nastaliq words 2

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C36

Each word hangs from upper right to lower left and settles on the base line. Meanings: ;.o (patience), ;S
(thanks), ! (peace), cess (effort).

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left

Name Date ISRA Calligraphy - C36 - 136 of 151




Eh ._E. Part C - Nastaliq
Nastaliq words 3

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C37

Each word hangs from upper right to lower left and settles on the base line. Meanings: L (water), Jo,

(bread), 219s (milk), g (fruit).
®
d ”
b

239)

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin ~ [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left
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Part C - Nastaliq

Nastaliq words 4

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C38

Each word hangs from upper right to lower left and settles on the base line. Meanings: z g (sun), slx

(moon), oylis (star), ylawl (sky).
C
N b
N
?
L 4
o (2~
~
J v

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left
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Part C - Nastaliq

Nastaliq words 5

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C39

Each word hangs from upper right to lower left and settles on the base line. Meanings: slwsl (teacher), b

ele (student), ~usysa (school), g (lesson).
sl

o

.

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin ~ [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left
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EIEEEE] oo oo
T Nastaliq words 6

C40 | Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C40

Each word hangs from upper right to lower left and settles on the base line. Meanings: ks g3 (fine hand),
oygasss (beautiful), Bls (clean), ol (slowly).

2
&/}‘4}5

Lo

1~

o)

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left
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Part C - Nastaliq

Nastaliq lines 1

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C41

Keep the same slope for every word group and the same gap between groups. Meanings: This book is new.
The pen is on the table.

/e
-V

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left
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Nastaliq lines 2

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C42

Keep the same slope for every word group and the same gap between groups. Meanings: | write every day.
Write slowly, write cleanly.

- Wd})/ﬁu:

_ Jw‘/;‘ﬂ'

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin [0 Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left
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Eﬁm Part C - Nastalig
s Nastaliq lines 3

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C43

Keep the same slope for every word group and the same gap between groups. Meanings: The sun rises in
the east. The water is clean and cold.

o B G

—%’MU’JL&JE

Before you scan [ Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin [0 Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left
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Part C - Nastaliq

Nastaliq lines 4

C44 | Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C44

Keep the same slope for every word group and the same gap between groups. Meanings: A fine hand comes
from practice. Every word comes to rest on the line.

e T F G5

..ﬁ;t‘/zﬁ;ﬁ/,,//ﬁﬁ

Before you scan [ Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin [0 Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left
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Part C - Nastaliq

Nastaliq lines 5

r‘ Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C45

Keep the same slope for every word group and the same gap between groups. Meanings: Write while looking
at the teacher’s model. Today’s lesson is better than yesterday’s.

—:ﬁd/ﬁgﬁ‘_ﬂ"?‘f)t‘/f

e fOET

Before you scan [ Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin [0 Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left
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r!l' .- Part C - Nastali(j ]
"; = Nastaliq piece

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C46

A finished piece: lines 5 to 8 from the line pages, written as a block with one right edge.

e e & us

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left
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Eﬁm Part C - Nastaliq

S Nastaliq assessment

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/C47

Your Nastaliq assessment: both alphabet lines, then lines 1 to 4, with the cut pen and no tracing.

)
”‘rd&“t’(z

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left
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Part D - Mastery pages

A page of handwriting

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/D01

One full page in everyday handwriting at normal speed: paragraphs 1 and 2. This is the page to compare with
your very first pages.

dsaall Slel 5 gyl cesly gyids sl zlall 3

Before you scan [ Every letter has its full shape and the right number of dots in the right place  [J Letters sit on the base line; tails drop below it

[ Tall letters reach the top line, small letters stay at the waist line
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Part D - Mastery pages - Naskh

A page of Naskh

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/D02

One full page of Naskh with the cut pen: the all-letters sentence, then paragraph 3, with marks.

3o\ A oy sl o o oo lie 0L 535 b6 d (So

Before you scan [ The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places [J Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth
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-\#E Part D - Mastery pages - Nastaliq
: A page of Nastaliq

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/D03

One full page of Nastaliq: lines 5 to 10, each on its own line.

- wd;d/“'C/f

Before you scan  [J Downstrokes are thick and upstrokes hairline thin  [J Bowls are round and generous

[ Joined words slope down toward the left
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_E Part D - Mastery pages - Naskh

Tkl

- Your own composition

Scan to check this page - isracalligraphy.khateeb.site/p/D04

Choose any sentence from this workbook and lay it out as a finished piece in the script you like best:
centered, balanced, with a clean margin all round. Sign and date it.

Before you scan

O The pen angle stays the same, so thick and thin fall in the same places

[ Bowls are round and open, joins are smooth

Name

Date

O Heights and widths match the dot grid of the model
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ISRA Calligraphy , "..! ‘ y/
Progress record r :

Tick a box when the checker gives the page 70 or more, and write the score

in it if you like. The app keeps the same record on your phone.

A - Handwriting

G G Gl G G Gl Gl [
G o o o [ o G [

B - Naskh calligraphy

G0 G o G G Gl G G
G ) G G G G G G G
(G G G| GG G |
G G G G o o
G G G G G G G G G
(0 G G G G G G G G
G G G [

D - Mastery pages

G

L _JL_ _JU_J
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ISRA Calligraphy \ ! ‘

Sources and notes

On the proportions of the letters
Al-Qalgashandi, Ahmad ibn Ali (d. 821 AH). Subh al-A'sha fi Sina'at al-Insha. Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya
edition, vol. 3, pp. 46-47. Read in al-Maktaba al-Shamila. The measures summarized on the dot-grid

page come from these two pages.

Further reading
Blair, Sheila S. /slamic Calligraphy. Edinburgh University Press, 2006.

Derman, M. Ugur. Letters in Gold: Ottoman Calligraphy from the Sakip Sabanci Collection, Istanbul. The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1998.

Ja'far, Mustafa. Arabic Calligraphy: Naskh Script for Beginners. British Museum Press, 2002.
Safadi, Yasin Hamid. /slamic Calligraphy. Thames and Hudson, 1978.
The Unicode Consortium. The Unicode Standard, chapter 9, “Arabic” (the joining behavior of each letter).

The further-reading titles are listed as places to continue, not as the source of particular statements in
this book.

The model letters
e Handwriting (Part A and the first mastery page): Noto Naskh Arabic, © Google, SIL Open Font License
1.

» Naskh calligraphy part: Amiri by Khaled Hosny, a revival of the Naskh type of the Bulaqg Press, SIL Open
Font License 1.1.

» Nastaliq part: Noto Nastaliq Urdu, © Google, SIL Open Font License 1.1.

These are typefaces, drawn carefully after written models, but they are not the hand of a living master.
They are reliable for shape, proportion and joining; they cannot show the order and speed of the strokes.
That is one more reason to sit with a teacher.

The practice text

The words, sentences and paragraphs were written for this workbook in plain modern Arabic and Urdu.
The sentence that uses all 28 letters is a well-known specimen line with no single known author. No
verses of the Qur'an, hadith or sayings of scholars are used as practice lines, so that no sacred text is
traced over, struck out or thrown away with practice paper.

How pages are checked

A photo of your page is read by an Al model together with the list of what that page should contain. It
returns a score and remarks. It can misread a faint pencil or a dark photo, and it judges by eye, not by
measurement. Treat its remarks as a careful friend’s, and a teacher’s as final.
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